o Herbert E\rerhart :
X 85 Everhart Drive
e WA Kearneysville, WV 25430
- gg’u (304) 876-3832 -

_-'_ ._'h--_
. ¥ Ve

Eversweet Aplanes

WWW.EVERSWEETAPIARIES.COM

2009-2010 APIARIARY PROGRAM

To everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under the heavens.
Ecclesiastics Chapter 3, verses 1- 22. Growing up on a farm I learned the birthing and
feeding seasons for all livestock. This also holds true for bee keeping. All thing on earth
follow a cycle. The program presented here was developed by us for our area and our
education and techniques are an ongoing concern. We hope in some way this will help
others in beekeeping as so many others have helped us.

The bee keeping program starts in July because Nucs, packages, and established
hives have one thing in common. In July of a normal year the nectar flow has either
stopped or is dwindling. At this point you should remove any existing supers and queen
excluders. The queen excluders go into a wax melter to remove burr comb and any
existing propolis is wiped off. Any remaining nectar flow is for the bees use. Continue
to feed one-to-one sugar water to Nucs and packages if they continue to take it. If
established hives do not start to gain weight by 15 July (they probably won’t) start a one-
to-one sugar feeding program for them.

Next, check the brood. For every 2 to 3 frames of brood make sure there is a full
frame of pollen on both sides, if not start feeding pollen patties. There must be protein as
well as carbohydrates (corn syrup/sugar water) for brood rearing.

Around 15 July we used Apiagard as a verroa treatment. Varroa are at their peak
at about this time and we want our treatment over by the tenth of August so we can start
our winter Nucs. We do not like to treat Nucs for varroa if we can avoid it.

Our feeders hold three to four gallons of sugar water (depending on how level the
hive is). This allows us to go six to eight days between feedings. One pound pollen
patties last about the same amount of time. Some patties, on inspection, will have small
hive beetle larvae in them. We remove the patties, freeze for three days, thaw and feed
them to the birds.

For the month of August we continue to feed pollen patties and one-to-one sugar
water for winter brood buildup. Approximately the tenth of August, after the second
varroa treatment is over, we start our winter Nucs. A program on this will be covered
later. Winter build up continues to the fifteenth of September. At this point we treat with
Fumagilin B to all hives. A double dose of Fumagilin B to two gallons of sugar water
(two sugars to one water) is given for comb storage. They are not likely to feed this to



the brood. We have found that if you wait longer than the fifteenth of September they
might not take the sugar water at all. We continue to feed the two-to-one sugar water for
storage buildup. You may feed pollen patties all fall to stop golden rod collection as the
golden rod in our area has very poor pollen.

Hives that stop taking any sugar water around the first of September are hives that
have a problem that needs to be assessed. They likely are not going to survive as they are
stressed in some manner. The top candidates for these problems are small hive beetles,
viruses, queen failure, not starting your program on time, or failure to follow the program
on a timely basis as stated earlier.

By the first week of October your hives should be winter ready with 30,000 plus
bees and weigh eighty pounds or more. We have no fall nectar flow that creates enough
for storage which is why we must follow our feeding program to that date. Our fall
weather has been mild of late. At this time candy boards or fondant feeding is started as a
supplement feeding. The sugar water feeders are removed and the inner covers are now
placed as the bees generally stop taking sugar water at this point. During days above
forty degree or more, until the first of February, we check for candy board or fondant
replacement.

Mid-February is generally when willow. oaks, and maples produce pollen and
some small nectar flow. Place a half pound of pollen patty on top bars and, if they take it,
step up your pollen feeding program. Some will take pollen and some will not. If you get
a warm day, fifty degrees or more, do a quick brood inspection. Your darker races of
bees may have no brood while some Italians and crosses should have a partial frame or
more of brood.

Mid-March usually means spring has arrived. The next steps depend on above
freezing weather. Install your feeders and add a gallon of one-to-one sugar water at a
time. If they take it, step up your feeding as one-to-one sugar water will stimulate early
brood production. .Keep pollen patties on the hives. Never have a super with drawn
comb on with a feeder in the spring.

Place medium or shallow foundation on the hive under the feeders as some may
start to build comb. If they do not, at least you had them on early and not late. In
beekeeping, late is not an acceptable practice. There should be a minimum of three deep
frames of brood or five medium frames before placing any foundation or drawn comb
supers at this time. With less that that you have to wait for more brood build up, add
brood, or maybe re-queen. This is a monitoring stage. Give the queen until mid-April to
prove herself. If conditions are not better by this time, re-queen. You do not want to
miss the nectar flow. Nectar flow is from the fifteenth of April to the first week of June.
Do not miss it because of a failing queen.

By the first of April, dandelions are everywhere. By the first of May the hives
should be busting. Major brood build up should result in four, five, or six deep frames of



brood. If they stop taking pollen patties, stop feeding them. You should not have to feed
them at this point any more sugar water. If you are still trying to draw comb, continue to
feed for another week or so. Stop feeding by the fifteenth of April. If hives are not at the
listed numbers you may wish to seek help from a mentor or research why you are not at
this level. There can be more that one thing causing a problem.

We are now at mid-April. Pollination hives are in the apple orchards. By the
first of May the hives should be busting. Divides or Nucs are made at this point to
prevent swarming. You should be inspecting your hives every seven to ten days for
queen cells. This continues through mid-June. Do not let your hives swarm as you will
lose your honey harvest. This is a good time to add foundations and remove oldest
comb. Be on a three to four year comb weeding program. Date all new foundation to be
able to tell when installed.

Some hives will have enough brood to start a Nuc. It you pull brood too soon it
will affect your honey crop. We generally pull enough brood frames to make Nucs that
will not set the hives back on honey production. Sometimes only one frame of the two or
more needed is pulled per hive for Nucs. Nuc brood frames should have eggs, larvae,
and capped brood. They should have twice the amount of capped brood as eggs and
larvae. There should be a good arch of pollen and honey as the bees on emerging will
need to eat as soon as possible.

Packages should contain three pounds of bees (shaken during foraging time of the
day as you need young bees). During March you can install packages on five frames or
more on comb. On all foundation the fifteenth of April is best for installation. Packages
need immediate sugar feed and pollen patties. Do this 24/7 for brood buildup and new
comb buildup.

We carry Hygenic queens starting the first week of April through the first of
September. Our primary queen suppliers are Olivares and Honey Bee Genetics (Taber
queens). We hope to have some local and WV state queens from the West Virginia
Queen Breeders Association also. The queens arrive every Wednesday morning and are
marked for pickup in the afternoon. We do not charge for queen marking and we do not
sell banked queens.

We re-queen throughout the year where needed. Our major yearly re-queening is
done in July. Throughout the season we sell brood frames with an accepted queen to re-
queen hives with laying workers. We re-queen every hive every year. We save the best
producing old queens in ten frame nucs for brood production and new drawn comb.

We are West Virginia certified and inspected, usually by WV State Bee Inspector
Paul Poling.

Watch for the need to add more supers.. We have two supers on queen excluders
by mid-March. The supers have nine frame spacers with six frames of comb and three



frames of foundation. Our honey extraction sometimes starts by the first of May to insure
we get specialized honey. The first is apple honey, the by the fifteenth of May we get
black locust, followed by tulip poplar around the twenty fifth of May. These are followed
by mixed or wild flower until mid-June. Most hives, at this point, have supers and queen
excluders removed so any nectar flow goes to the bees for storage and feed.

In June we continue to make Nucs, not for sale as such, but brood frames with an
accepted queen to re-queen hives that have problems in accepting new queens for one
reason or another. These might include bee PMS, European foul brood, chalk brood or
other problems where a new young hygienic queen and new bees are needed. These
brood frame/queen kits run about forty per cent less than a Nuc price.

Continue swarm control, continue the feeding program on young hives, monitor
established hives for a possible feeding program.

In July address the re-queening of one to one and a half year old queens. Use
good queens for brood buildup for weaker hives. Leave new queens cages with duct tape
over the corks. Do not release until after eight days. This helps to break the varroa mite
cycle. Here we are back at approximately mid-July. There are other things we do
throughout the season that will be addressed shortly.

FOOT NOTES

We use Honey B Healthy in our sugar feeding, one ounce per gallon. We use the
same amount for fresh water in one gallon chick waterers with small gravel in the water
circle for landing to keep the bees from drowning. In our pollen patties we use one
ounce of Honey B Healthy per three pounds of mixture. Our mix is 2/3 Mega Bee or
Bee-Pro, 1/3 cane sugar, and three tablespoons vegetable oil. Just multiply above mixture
for larger quantities.

It is also absolutely imperative to feed pollen substitutes during pollen dearths. It
is needed for bee bread to feed brood. Also pollen is essential in building Vitellogenin
(stored bee fat). It also is used in building protein stores, in hemolymph and the
hypophaynal glands and reduces nosema.

Raising queens will be covered later.
We do not combine bees in the fall. There is too much risk in putting a poor hive
on a good which may serve to merely weaken a good hive. The added bees do not help a

healthy population in any way. We practice a live and let die philosophy.

Spray diluted Honey B Healthy (the same water used in your sugar feed) on
foundations while installing them. Do not hesitate to spray some on the bees. They will



groom each other, knocking off mites. This can be used as a regular method of treating
bees without miticides. Do not do this at the same time as the powder sugar method as
you will end up with little crawling dough balls.

My business partner has helped me get to this level of beekeeping. We have so
much to learn yet, but we at least are at the level of only 10% to 15% winter losses. We
are getting stronger colonies and more Nucs each year.

A special thanks to Bill and Nancy Troup, my mentors. They have always
encouraged me to try new things and techniques. Much help has also come from others.
of our most experienced and knowledgeable beekeepers; Mark Baker, Bobby Akins, and

James Copenhaver They have been great teachers.

Much more to follow.

Herb Everhart
Ed Burwell
WWWEversweet Apiaries.com

*#* Added 12-10-10
We highly recommend that you keep a day & log book on all the conditions of your
hives in each apiary.
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